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Helping children in greatest need and with very limited resources
build safe, stable lives and achieve their highest potential.
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Dear House of Ruth Supporter:
I was born and raised in Washington, D.C. Early on I saw myself as
someone who was going to go to college — I had a track laid out for me
in my mind. Where does that come from? For me, it came from my mom,
who raised five children as a single parent. I am the youngest of those five.
She was a determined, persistent woman who did not go to college herself
but she taught us all that we could do what we wanted to do. She was the
matriarch of our family, as well as caring for her mom and dad when they
were elderly — she took that on. My momma was my first social worker;
she showed me what social work looked like.
The work we do at House of Ruth fulfills my yearning to help, and maximizes my more than 30
years of social service and management experience. Of all of our 13 programs, the one closest
to my heart is Kidspace. This daycare center — open year-round and free to families of greatest
need (with a sliding fee for neighborhood families) — provides what many working mothers
and survivors of domestic violence need: a therapeutic place for their children, all of whom have
developmental delays, to find stability, to heal, and to be taught and treasured.
But the two aging homes where Kidspace has operated since 1996 are no longer safe. Since
2016, we have been in a temporary location, far from main bus and metro lines where our families
live. This means moms have to work harder, through traumas of their own, to get their children to
our care. And homeless children don’t have access to a playground, kitchen, or private spaces
to receive life-changing play therapy and occupational therapy. The longer Kidspace remains
displaced, the deeper the impact on the families it serves.
That will change, thanks to you. Together, we are committed to building a new Kidspace at our
Pennsylvania Avenue SE location in Ward 7. This new building will serve 76 children, aged six
weeks to five years, and their families. It will have a community room for our Ward 7 neighbors to
use for meetings. And it will have playgrounds accessible to children in the program, and children
in the community.
The homeless children and families who rely on Kidspace need this building now. Together, we will
change children’s lives.
Thank you for your support,

Sandra Jackson, MSW, LICSW, LCSW-C
Executive Director, House of Ruth

the story of

KIDSPACE
Children need to feel safe, secure and nurtured
in order to grow and learn. Consider the realities facing
young children who have been raised in chaotic and often
unsafe surroundings. Too many have experienced trauma,
are developmentally delayed, have mothers who have
faced life-long abuse and periodic homelessness, and
who could benefit greatly from specialized education and
skills that are necessary to earn a living wage. Homeless

children experience greatly exacerbated physical and
emotional harm when one of their few dependable, safe
spaces — a school or development center — is displaced.
This is exactly the crisis now faced by Kidspace, a
therapeutic development center serving homeless children
between the ages of six weeks and five years.
For more than 21 years, House of Ruth’s Kidspace
program, an accredited therapeutic child development
center, has served homeless children on what was once
a charming, community-based corner lot in Ward 7. Over
the years, the dedicated staff has creatively adapted the
two residential buildings and surrounding grounds to serve
as an education and therapy center for the more than 70
homeless children they care for each day.
Despite House of Ruth’s best efforts, band-aid renovations
can no longer overcome the reality of an aging historic
property.
Undoubtedly, the children Kidspace serves deserve better.
In January of 2016, agency leadership made the difficult
decision to relocate Kidspace to a temporary location
with a laser focus on returning the program to its Ward 7
home after completion of major improvements. Without
critical renovations and upgrades, Kidspace, much like the
children we serve, is homeless.
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41

Number of years House of
Ruth has been helping women,
children and families in the
Washington, D.C. area.

Each year, House of Ruth serves
more than 1,100 local women,
children and families in our homes,
the Domestic Violence Support
Center and the Kidspace Child
Development Center.

Making a Difference
For the past 41 years, House of Ruth has been a Washington, D.C.-based 501(c)3
nonprofit organization that helps women, children and families in the greatest need and
with very limited resources build safe, stable and independent lives. Each year, House
of Ruth serves more than 1,100 local women, children and families in our homes, the
Domestic Violence Support Center and the Kidspace Child Development Center. The
goal for each woman and family is to provide them with the confidence and skills that
eliminate domestic violence and homelessness from their lives and prepares them for
long-term independence.

A Genuine Need
Kidspace was established in 1990 to help provide the critical early-childhood learning
and development services House of Ruth clients and homeless children need. Studies
show that witnessing family violence has life-long effects on a child’s development and
emotional stability, even for those who are only six weeks old. Learning achievement
gaps can begin as early as infancy, especially for children living in poverty. In 2009, D.C.
Action for Children found that approximately 5,400 children under age three were living
in families below the poverty line in Wards 1, 5, 6, 7 and 8. And yet, child development
centers in these wards that could allow parents to work while their children are safe and
learning, had slots for fewer than half of these children. That leaves a severe shortage of
quality care and early-childhood education in impoverished areas of D.C.

Filling the Void
Kidspace helps fill this void and provides so much more than daily childcare. Homeless
children entering Kidspace trend towards developmental delays, sometimes across
multiple developmental domains. About one-third of the children have permanent
special needs. Despite this fact, many of Kidspace’s children have been deemed “not
delayed enough” to receive publicly funded services. Kidspace’s staff of educators
and therapists serve as advocates for each child, assessing needs and proactively
providing speech, occupational and play therapy. Kidspace offers its students a learning
environment they would not otherwise have access to and the therapies they need to
prevent more debilitating delays later in life. Even more importantly, Kidspace prepares
children to be ready to learn and succeed in school.

In 2009, D.C. Action for Children
found that approximately 5,400
children under age three were living
in families below the poverty line in
Wards 1, 5, 6, 7 and 8.

Our goal is to build a new
facility where best practice,
not just space, should dictate
the design.

kids deserve

BETTER
An Environment for Learning

A Perfect Space

There is no doubt that the children attending Kidspace
deserve better in just about every aspect of their lives.
But the staff at Kidspace believes that their educational
environment is particularly important.

• Access to playgrounds, restrooms, and classrooms
should be easy and not a safety concern.

The facility’s appearance — aging structures needing
major repairs, expansion, and renovation — is only the tip
of the iceberg. Kidspace was operating out of what was
decades ago designed to be living space. At first, that
worked well and gave children a place of their own. But as
we learned more about their needs, it became clear that
best practice, not just space, should dictate design.

• Restrooms should be attached to the classrooms.
• Food preparation and storage should be easily
accessible. Right now, they are spread across three
small kitchens in two separate buildings with only one
cook to service them.
• Therapy rooms should have dedicated space and
privacy.
• Administrative offices should have clear
access, separate from classrooms.
• Large, multi-purpose space for staff
meetings, graduation ceremonies or
gross motor skill activities is needed.

A Better Start
What’s more, the educators at Kidspace firmly believe their
students deserve a better start. “Kidspace is the first stop
on a lifetime of learning for children,” says long-time codirector, Tara Villanueva. “I want the children to know that
peeling paint and tiny classrooms are not their station in
life. The kids deserve better.”

KIDSPACE
of the future
Kidspace of the Future
House of Ruth not only wants to improve Kidspace classrooms where we teach every
day, we long to have the facility to match the quality of services that are being provided,
like 1:1 and group therapies, wraparound services for parents and families, and a
state-of-the-art curricula. The Kidspace of the future will enable all this and more. The
Kidspace renovation will result in an increased functionality of the Ward 7 lot. The
existing, out-of-code and outdated structures will be leveled and in their place, a large
structure will be erected to serve as the hub for Kidspace’s educational and therapeutic
programs. The entire lot will be regraded to bring the property level with Pennsylvania
Avenue, alleviating many of the accessibility and safety issues presented by the existing
space.

Bring Kidspace Home
The longer Kidspace remains displaced from its Ward 7 home, the deeper the impact
on the families it serves. Your support of the Kidspace renovation will expedite the
restoration of the place that is a critical constant in the lives of the children and families
who depend on it. The projected budget for the Kidspace renovation is $5M. To date,
House of Ruth has roughly $2.5M in committed funding. Pursuant to available funds, the
Campaign for Kidspace fundraising effort aims to close the additional $2.5M gap and
return Kidspace staff and students to their rightful home by the end of 2018. Your gift in
support of the Kidspace restoration will help keep the project on schedule, and limit the
amount of time students and families are displaced.

PROJECT BUDGET
Architect, engineer, permitting
Construction, relocation, utilities
Legal fees
PROJECT COST TOTAL

$892,200
$4,186,345
$86,000
$5,164,545

WON’T YOU
JOIN US?
The Campaign for Kidspace will not
be achieved without the support of
our community. House of Ruth and the
Washington, D.C.-based SHARE Fund
have collectively committed to $2.5M for
the Kidspace project. Please consider
joining donors across the metropolitan
area with a meaningful gift of your own.
Thank you for your consideration.

“I really like the curriculum that
Kidspace uses. I miss play therapy
because it really helped him. His
teachers at his new school were
impressed with how well prepared for
school he was.” - Kidspace Parent

NAMING
OPPORTUNITIES
Building........................... $1 million
Lobby/Vestibule.............. $250,000
Community room............ $150,000
Playground..................... $100,000
Kitchen............................ $ 40,000
Infant playground........... $ 30,000
Classrooms.................... $ 25,000 (total of 8)
Therapy rooms............... $ 15,000 (total of 4)
Office space.................... $ 10,000 (total of 2)
Bathrooms...................... $ 7,500 (total of 8)
Parking spots................. $ 5,000 (total of 10)
Administrative desks...... $ 2,500 (total of 4)
Bricks/markers in .......... $ 1,000 each
exterior building wall
(total of 100)

a new

HOME
THE KIDSPACE RENOVATION WILL PROVIDE:
A new multi-purpose
room suitable for large
group activities, gross
motor play, meetings
and more.
Infant, toddler and
preschool classrooms,
as well as two pre- K
classrooms.

Dedicated therapy
rooms, equipped with
proper space and
equipment to provide
speech, occupational
and play therapies.

Restroom facilities
accessible from each of
the classrooms.

A spacious central
kitchen for all food
preparation and
storage.
A central laundry room,
with equipment to keep
up with the weekly
laundering needs.

Separate and centrally
located administrative
office spaces.
Separate and dedicated
storage spaces for
classroom and teaching
supplies.

Reserved space for
future renovations
and/or expansion
opportunities.

The Proposed Plan
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you
can
build this space.
You can provide therapeutic, healing
help for inspiring children in need.

House of Ruth
5 Thomas Circle NW
Washington, DC 20005
202-667-7001
www.houseofruth.org

